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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

Acta of the Holy See
The Holy See announced on 15 Dec. the resignation of
the Bishop of Tefe (Brazil) , Bishop Joaquim de LANGE,
C.S.Sp., and the appointment of his Coadjutor, Bishop Mario
CLEMENTE NETO, C.S.Sp., to succeed him .
Bishop de Lange, 76, was born in Holland and will celebrate the 50th anniversary of his priesthood on 25 July this
year. He became Prefect Apostolic of Tete in 1946 and
was consecrated Bishop on 6 July 1952.
Bishop Clemente Neto, 42, a Brazilian, was one of the
prime movers in setting up the Brazilian Spiritan Foundation.
Ordained in 1966, he worked in pastoral ministry and formation in the south of Brazil until he was consecrated on 19
Oct. 1980 as Coadjutor Bishop of Tefe .

Decisions of the General Council
On 28 Oct., the General Council erected a novitiate for
the District of Southern Africa at Glen Ash in the Diocese of
Bethlehem.
On 23 Nov., the General Council confirmed the election of
Fr. Charles P. CONNORS as Principal Superior of Puerto
Rico for a second three-year term beginning on 1 Jan .
1983.
In response to the request by the Carcavelos Enlarged
Council that a committee be set up to study the Congregation's finances, the General Council has invited four Provincial bursars to form this committee, under the chairmanship
of Fr. DE BOER: Frs. Franc;:ois BAZIN (France), HermannJosef REETZ (Germany), Abel MOREIRA DIAS (Portugal) and
William PODOBINSKI (USA/El . They will meet at the General ate from 1-4 March.

Cheshire Homes in Africa
Group Captain Leonard Cheshire, founder of 220 Cheshire Homes for the handicapped in all parts of the world,
was the guest of the Generalate from 30 Nov. to 3 Dec.,
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The present issue of Spiritan News is an attempt to catch up on some of the news items of
the Congregation. The last issue that presented
short items of news was that of May last year.
The three issues since then were devoted to: (a)
the Carcavelos Enlarged General Council; (b) Provincial Chapters, the Saverne meeting of formators. and the Spiritan Centre for Research and Formation: and (c) our senior confreres.
During this time various items of news have
been coming in from the Provinces and Districts
and have not found an echo in our pages. We try
in this issue to make good the omission, though
some of the items may seem to be rather out of
date by now. Another criticism that could be
made is that we have not mentioned many events
that would have been worth mentioning. The reason is not that we have deliberately wished to
exclude any circumscription or event, but rather
that the new director of the service has not been
able to take stock of everything. He will try to do
better in future. If you feel that some important
development in your circumscription has never appeared in Spiritan News. we would welcome a letter from you to that effect.

when he came to Rome to prepare for the foundation of a
Cheshire Home here. The visit was arranged by Fr. Kevin
Doheny, C.S.Sp., who is liaison officer for the 40 Cheshire
Homes in Africa.
Group Captain Cheshire, who holds the Victoria Cross
among other decorations, was one of the outstanding pilots
of the R.A.F. during World War II and was chosen as one of
the two official British witnesses of the dropping of the atom
bomb on Nagasaki. After the War he became a Catholic
and devoted his life to helping the handicapped.
Apart from the 80 Cheshire Homes in Britain, there are
140 in 40 other countries. Each Home is self-supporting
and independent, with no overall jurisdiction in the U.K . Fr.
Doheny has helped in the setting up of several of the 40
Homes in Africa, which are in the following countries : Marocco, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, South Africa, the Seychelles and Mauritius.
The Homes are interdenominational and multi-racial and
are based on the principle of community care, with local
committees helping the handicapped in the running of the
house. "One of the best examples of the effect of a Home
on society," says Fr. Doheny, "is in Zimbabwe. After
fighting a war for about 14 years, it is not easy . to unite
society. The two Homes in Harare have proved to be a
practical way to peace and reconciliation , bringing black and
white together, rich and poor, able-bodied and disabled,
Catholic and Protestant. I believe there is a hidden genius
behind the concept of a Cheshire Home, with all the side
effects it has on society. The disabled bring many people
together, though little credit ever goes to them . "

Group Captain Leonard Cheshire (right) with Fr. General (centre) and Fr. Kevin Doheny.

An All-Africa conference of the Homes will be held in
Zambia in April, with Captain Cheshire taking part.

Apart from the work for the Homes, Fr. Doheny is involved in work for refugees in Africa, a work in which he
became interested during the Biafran War and afterwards as
a member of · Concern ·.
Spiritans who might be interested in getting Cheshire
Homes started in other African countries could get in touch
with him at P.O. Box 8059, Lusaka, Zambia.

Holland
Fr. Antonius van Horrik, 66, who was wounded in a guerrilla ambush in the south of Angola in Jan. 1982, had to
have his right leg amputated in Holland as a result, .but he
cheerfully returned to his mission with an artificial leg on 30
Oct. Fr. Martinus van Koolwijk, 72, was kidnapped by guerrillas, also in Angola, on 1 Aug . and, after a long trek with
his captors, was released in South Africa on 16 Nov. He is
now back in Holland.

Fr. Lecuyer's illness
Fr. Joseph Lecuyer, Superior General 1968-74, had to
undergo major surgery to his stomach in France at the end
of June. After a period of convalescence at Chevilly, he
was able to return to the French Seminary in Rome in midOctober and has been gradually taking up his activities again.
We wish him a speedy and complete recovery.

France
The French Province has recently brought out three
books of special interest to Spiritans. At the end of June,
Les Spiritains, a 630-page translation of the new edition of
Fr. Henry Koren's history of the Congregation, was published by Beauchesne (price 106 F) . (The English edition is due
to appear in January, under the title To the Ends of the
Earth.) The other two books appeared in December: an 80page, large-format presentation of the Congregation and its
work, illustrated in colour, under the title Aussi loin que
porte ton regard (Editions Le Sarment - Fayard, price 65 F);
and a 144-page outline of Libermann's life, entitled Tu as
mis sur moi ta main, told through extracts from his letters,
with comments by Fr. Alphonse Gilbert (price 15 F). An
English translation of this last is being prepared by the Generalate and will provide English-speaking readers with a useful choice of texts from Libermann.

Auteuil
In sending out his Christmas appeal to benefactors,
M . Jean Gosselin, General Director of Auteuil, asked for
greater generosity than ever. "Our houses," he said, "are
bursting at the seams, with a total of 3,400 boys, and, for
lack of space, we have to refuse even desperate cases, to
say ·no· to boys for whom Auteuil represented a last
chance." Auteuil was founded in 1866 by the Abbe Louis
Roussel, and the Congregation has been associated with it
since Fr. Brottier became Director in 1923. About 35 Spiritans are engaged in the work of its 25 houses, where
orphans and boys from broken homes (many of them immigrants) are given an education arid a skill to prepare them for
adult life.

Ireland
The new Irish Provincial. Fr. Michael McCarthy, has
named his Provincial team, which took office on 1 Jan. : Frs.
Peter Newman (Vice-Provincial), Brian McLaughlin (personnel), Brendan Hally (education), Anthony Geoghegan (secretary). The provincial bursar was still to be named.
The Provincialate is now at 9 Temple Villas, Palmerston
Rd., Dublin 6, and the previous Provincialate in Templeogue
has become the novitiate. During 1982 the theologians
took up residence in the new buildings put up for them at
Kimmage (the old Kimmage scholasticate having been sold
to the Government).
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Portugal
The Province is in the process of buying two new properties in Lisbon: one at Benfica for missionary animation, and
the other at Restelo for scholastics following courses at the
Catholic University of Lisbon.

Germany
The annual weekend ·Oktoberfest· at Knechtsteden continues to grow in popularity, and this year more than 20,000
people turned up to enjoy themselves and at the same time
support the missions. Apart from the usual entertainment
at such festivals, helicopter rides proved a great attraction .
The mission displays were well patronized and, as usual,
packages were bought (2,000 kilos of clothing alone) for
sending to the missions.

England
A new student community was opened in 1982 at New
Barnet for the two theologians who have done their novitiate
(along with two students from the Province of Nigeria). The
five 1st-cycle students are in the Radlett community, not far
away, and both groups attend lectures at the London Missionary Institute. During the year the Province took responsibility for the Tooting Bee international chaplaincy for immigrants in South London and staffed it with an international
Spiritan team: an Englishman, a Nigerian and a Mauritian.

Poland
The Province held its Chapter and retreat in September.
Four young priests were ordained during the year and three
more are due for ordination this year.

Trans-Canada
In 1982 the Province had its first ordination of a Canadian-born member in the person of Fr. Pat Callaghan, who
was ordained on 29 May and left later in the year for his mission in Papua New Guinea. There should be more following
in his footsteps as there are 7 professed scholastics, a
r:iovice and 5 aspirants.
Twenty VICS lay volunteers (sponsored by the Province)
returned from their two-year overseas assignments in the
summer and 21 new volunteers left for service. The mission course to prepare them was held this time among the
Dene Indians in the North-West Territories. There are now
40 volunteers serving in 11 countries.
The official lay Spiritan group (the · Ashling • community)
now numbers seven adults, including two married couples.
Once again members of the group spent the summer months
working for the Ojibway Indians in the New Osnaburgh Reserve.

While Neil McNeil High School (950 students) prepares to
celebrate its 25th anniversary this year, the two new
schools in Toronto (Libermann and Regina Pacis) continue to
grow apace. Libermann High School, though already five
years old, had its official opening and blessing on 6 Oct.

USA East
St. Mark's parish, the mother church of the eight parishes
that comprise the Harlem Vicariate in New York, celebrated
its 75th anniversary on 24 Oct. with a jazz Mass presided
over by Auxiliary Bishop Emerson Moore. A large mural
depicting the ties between Africa , the Caribbean countries
and Black America was dedicated at the community centre
after the Mass. The parish was started in 1907 and has
been staffed by the Congregation since 1912. The pastor,
Fr. Pat Bascio, is organizing a Black Liturgical Music Workshop in Feb. 1983 for Spiritans in Black ministry.

Spiritan News would also like to congratulate Fr. Bill
Headley, Provincial of USA/E, on running the 26 miles (42
kms) of the marathon in 3 h. 29 mins. 12 secs. (an improvement of 16 minutes on his run of the previous year). As far
as we know, this is the Spiritan record for the marathon (if
anyone has done better, we would be glad to know).

Brother Pedro Quitumba with Fr. Bernard Duchene, a member of the international team working in Malanje.

da and Malanje, as well as doing theological studies in preparation for the diaconate. In 1981-82 he was sub-master
of novices at the Spiritan novitiate at Cacuso.

Nigeria
USA West
Four student theologians from the Province (two of them
deacons) went to Brazil with their director in July for a year's
missionary experience. They were given their assignments
at the end of their language course on 26 Nov.

During the summer months the Province sent two scholastics to Ghana, two to Sierra Leone and two to the Gambia
for missionary experience .
The Spiritan Theology Hostel was blessed at Enugu on
28 Sept. The theologians follow courses at the Bigard Seminary nearby.

Back in the Province, the parish of Mc rrilton, Arkansas,
which has been staffed by Spiritans since 1879, had its new
church dedicated by the Bishop of Little Rock .

The Province continues to be the fastest growing circumscription in the Congregation. On 21 Oct., 14 postulants
entered the novitiate at Awomama, and on 6 November the
13 novices of the previous year made their profession.
There are now 68 Fathers, 71 professed scholastics and 5
Brothers.

Trinidad

Kindu

After living in the College for 119 years, the St. Mary's
College community moved in 1982 to a new residence constructed north of the chapel, leaving the College buildings
entirely to school activities. A new house has also been
constructed beside the church at Arouca to serve as both
presbytery and student community for the young Spiritans.

On 3 Oct., Bishop Marnbe of Kindu presided at the celebration of the 75th anniversary of the arrival of the first
(Spiritah) missionaries in the region. Among those present
were Bishop Nday of Kongolo and the Belgian Provincial, Fr.
Remi Peeters. The celebration was preceded by a week of
cultural events in connection with it.

Angola:
First permanent deacon in the Congregation
Brother Pedro Quitumba, 65, is the first member of the
Congregation to be ordained to the permanent diaconate,
and he is also the first permanent deacon to be ordained in
Angola. He was ordained in the cathedral at Malanje on 10
Oct. 1982 by Bishop Eugenio Salessu. He visited the Generalate in November before returning to Malanje as director of
the diocesan junior seminary, which has about 30 students
who do their studies in a state school. He will also help in
parochial pastoral work.
Brother Pedro was one of the first two members professed in 1941 in the Congregation of the Holy Family, founded
by Archbishop Alves de Pinho, C.S.Sp., of Luanda. He
worked at the junior seminary in Cabinda from 194 7 to
1966, when, finding himself the only one left of the 12
Brothers professed in his Congregation, he joined the Spiritans and went to Portugal for his novitiate. He was professed at Braga in 1967 and the following year returned to
Angola, where he has worked in different missions in Luan-

Indian Ocean Foundation
The Foundation officially began on 19 August with the
opening of the novitiate at Saint-Gilles-les-Hauts (Reunion).
Twenty priests (including the District Superior, Fr. Philipona,
and the novice master and his assistant, Frs. Jaquard and
Wiehe) concelebrated with Bishop Aubry of Reunion. During the Mass the six novices (three from Madagascar and
three from Mauritius) expressed their wish to be Spiritans
and explained in a few words their road to this decision.
Two days later they were met by Fr. General during his oneday visit to Reunion.

Kilimanjaro
A family of Spiritan Lay Associates arrived in Arusha on
3 Oct. for a three-year assignment: . John and Anne Marie
Hansen, from Wisconsin, with their children Elizabeth and
Eric. John will be treasurer for the Diocese, and Anne Marie,. who was director .of occupational therapy at a hospital,
will help the handicapped . They were received as Asso-

3

Puerto Rico
Last year's 3 novices made their profession on 7 Aug. at
an open-air Mass in Dorado with 16 concelebrants and a
congregation of some 400. Two novices from Brazil are
doing their novitiate at Dorado this year with the 3 new candidates from Puerto Rico. There are 10 students in the prenovitiate course, including 2 candidates for the Brothers.

Brazil

The Hansens, associate Spiritans, at the Genera/ate on their
way to Tanzania.

Apart from the two novices in Puerto Rico, the Foundation numbers 5 theologians and 14 first-cycle students, as
well as a Bishop, 11 Brazilian priests and 4 Brothers.

Fr. Brottier's Cause

ciates at a · Commissioning Service· at the USA/E Provincialate on 27 June and took a course in Swahili during the summer. They spent ten days at the Generalate on their way to
Tanzania.
Bishop Durning and Frs. Gene Hillman and Joe Kelly
were among the 40 participants at the 4th Workshop on the
Apostolate to the Nomads, held in Nairobi from 6-10 Sept.
(Fr. Kelly is editor of the bulletin on the apostolate.) One of
the papers read was by Fr. Frederick Oloishiro, the first Masai priest, on the work of Arusha Diocese to safeguard the
land rights of the Masai.

Central African Foundation
One of the five novices at Mbalmayo (Cameroon) this
year is Fr. Tom Schaefer, who was ordained at Duquesne
University on 24 July by Archbishop Ndayen of Bangui. He
had been working as an American Peace Corps volunteer in
Africa when he decided to join the Congregation.
The 7 professed scholastics are doing their theology at
the major seminary in Brazzaville, where the rector is Fr.
Christian de Mare (there are now 127 diocesan seminarians
there compared with 27 ten years ago). The four students
in the pre-novitiate cycle are at the new major seminary of
Bangui (rector Fr. Roland Bugnon), which opened this year
with 17 Centrafrican diocesan students. The first three
priests of the Foundation are working in Bafia (Cameroon).

East African Foundation
The 7 novices (one of them for the Brothers) made their
profession on 7 July at Magamba (Tanzania), and 11 new
candidates (two of them from Uganda) began their novitiate.
There are now 21 scholastics doing their theology at the
major seminary in Nairobi. The new chapel at Spiritan
House there was opened at the end of November and four
confreres were ordained to the diaconate in it by Bishop
Holmes Siedle, W.F.

West African Foundation
Last year's 6 novices (4 from Ghana and 2 from Nigeria)
made their profession at Bwiam (Gambia) on 8 Sept., bringing the number of the Foundation's scholastics to 11. They
have gone to lsienu, in the Province of Nigeria, for their philosophy. Five novices (from Ghana and Sierra Leone) have
taken their place at Bwiam.

As we go to press we learn that the Holy See
has promulgated, on 13 Jan., the decree recognizing the heroicity of the virtues of Fr. Daniel Brottier (1876-1936). We will give further details in
our next issue.

Jubilarians
60 Years of Profession:
11 Apr.
: Fr. Josef-Theodor RATH (Germany).
50 Years of Profession:
7 May
: Br. Michael Y AKSIC (USA/E).
50 Years of Priesthood:
23 Apr.

: Frs. Josef STCCKER..(Germany), Peter BECKER
(USA/E) and Hugo KUSTER (USA/W).

35 Years a Bishop:
25 Apr.
: Bishop Joseph W _HELAN (Ireland).
30 Years a Bishop:
26 Apr.

: Bishop Agostinho LOPES DE MOURA (Portugal).

25 Years a Bishop:
4 May
: Bishop Michael MOLONEY (Ireland).

Our Dead
21
23
24
25
25
27
8
9
31

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Jose Maria PEREIRA, (Brazil S.E.), 69.
Hermann-Josef WUSTE (Germany), 50.
Ernest LEMASLE (Guadeloupe), 75.
Simeon GUEGUEN (France), 72.
Jan KRAA YENVANGER (Holland), 73.
Zephirinus van ZIJL (Holland), 72.
Aloyse SCHWEITZER (France), 75.
Francisco Alves do REGO (Portugal), 78.
Francis B. STOCKER (USA/E), 66.

3
10
11
12
13

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

68 deaths in 1982
Fr. Jozef RODZIK (Poland), 60.
Fr. Corentin LARNICOL (France), 86.
Fr. Cornelius VERMUNT (Bagamoyo), 82.
Br. Antoine BECKERT (France), 60.
Abp. John McCARTHY (Ireland), 86.

Published by Fr. Roland Quesnel, C.S.Sp. Information Service, 195 Clivo di Cinna, 00136 ROME, Italy.
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